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that existed in Canada’s trade relations with
the U.S. Even after the Americans abrogated
the Reciprocity Treaty (1854 - 1866), Canada
allowed U.S. made goods to enter the country
at low tariffs. In contrast the Americans had
shut out Canadian goods with high tariffs. The
result was that Canada had become a dumping ground for surplus U.S. goods, the effect
of which was disastrous to the economy. Sanford lobbied the Liberals (Reform) to at least
level the playing field, but when the Liberals

John Thompson and it was while Sanford was
in London, England, as a commissioner for
Canada negotiating a trade treaty with Cecil
Rodes of the Cape Colonies (South Africa) that
Thompson died at Windsor castle. “Thompson
was to become only the second Canadian to be
indoctrinated into Her Majesty’s Privy Council. In impressive style Thompson’s body was
transported back to Canada aboard H.M.S.
Blenheim, the newest and fastest cruiser in the
British Navy accompanied by W.E. Sanford.

Sanford’s home, WESANFORD circa 1930
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decided to stand by the existing tariffs (1876),
he threw his support behind the Conservatives
and Sir John A. Macdonald’s evolving National Policy. Sanford laboured for the concerns of
Canadian manufacturing and was responsible
for the birth of the Canadian Manufacturers
Association through which he brought together
manufacturers of all disciplines to give them a
common voice.
On the recommendation of Sir John A.
Macdonald, Sanford was called to the Senate
on February 8, 1887, by the Earl of Derby in
recognition of both his wealth and business accomplishments. By 1894 Sanford had become
a close friend of the then Prime Minister Sir

Sanford as a Philanthropist
Sanford was well known for his philanthropy and was very active with the Centenary
Methodist Church in Hamilton. He contributed
generously to the missionary, educational and
other agencies brought together manufacturers
of all disciplines of that organization.
He was one of the original directors of the
Dundas Wesleyan Boys Institute and President of
the Wesleyan Ladies College. He was very active with Victoria College in Cobourg and was
a member of the board of Regents there. He is
probably best remembered for “Elsinore”, a summer home built in 1890 on Burlington Beach for
sick and destitute children. It was built by Sanford and operated at his expense [ footnote #7].

FreshWater 1997 Volume 12, Number 1

Page 6

Copyright © Bruce Rudolph 1997

